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ERG is edited, published and perpetrated
by i« Terry Jeeves

230 Bannerdale Rd.,

SHEFFIELD S.11 9FE

ENGLAND
You can get ERG by sending £1 or £2.00 for
QUARTERLY the next two issues....or send 30p in stamps
and a letter of comment on this issue. Just
Number 80 send the LOC if you live overseas.
OCTOBER 1982 A c¢ross in the top left corner means this is
Your last issue-unless you renew or
Now in its 2hth DO SOMETHING..please
year of »ublication
R P e R R s S G B AR e T e

Cractings ZRGbods,

As noted in the last issue, ERG 80 and October Tst come
L. .-ther to celebrate my 60fh. birthday...only six more issue to IRG's 25th.
Jvoiversary. Amazing how flime ties isn't it.

Speaking af time, the 'phone rang last night, and on the
¢ oo end of the line was Tom Olander cal ling from Finland..and thanks to a
t rae! Jine supplied by his firm, we were able to natter for about half an
herer{Tam #,caks perfect Enplish, so we had no problem thhere). Anong his
piows dtems vas the tasy snippet that he is currently hellping on the malking
¢ 'l appyland!, a Disney-like development covering 33 Hectares near Turgo
in Finland. Thanks to Tom, it is gaining a strong SF influence,.so how
ebaout a Convention there '? Tom has also promised to mail me a piece on
the current state of SF in Finland..so with luck, it should arrive in tinme
to be squeezed into this issue. Nice one, Tom.

ot so nice is ny attempt to gain 'Conputer Literacy! via
the BBC. For new rcaders,.Last Novemner (1931) I ordered a BDeeblebox Mk.B.
It finally arrived on Saturday June 5th..and ran for 30 minutes before
revealing its hidden faultes..it can ONLY run for 30 minutes, then it over-
heats and crashes. So, on June 6th, I wrote to idcorn asking where to send
it for replacecment...after waiting three weeks without: a reply..and getting
no reply to sundry phone callse...l unloaded the machine on Datron, the
local firm responsible for the Beebleboxe I also wrote further letters to
LAcorn and to the BDC centre in Ketteringe. So far ZERO RIESPONSE on all
frontts., Stay tuned for further gripping non-events in ¥his series.’ 'Jul: 12,
Datron say that Acorn will not reply to them..so wrote to Ascrn, BBC and
alsc contacted the Consuner Advice Councile...now we wait.

Cn a (much) happier note, the excellent electronic stencils
for this issue were done (as usual) my:- lI, Bridge, Rectory Row Press, 303
Kennincton Lane, Vauxhall,London SE.11. O2p a stencil (long run), plus 47p
postage for 1st stencil, and 5p for all succeeding stencils...and he runs a

VERY fast (usually 3 day) servicees Illention ERB if contacting him will you,
every bit of publicity helpse.

Meanwhiles.on to duping Eric Bentcliffe's 52 page helping
of nostalgia...buy one at Novacon..or from Zric at 17 Riverside Crese Ches.

,‘A’!l,- T RA Y
ol 7NRa Pestest, Terrye.



SCHOOL FOR SURVIVAL

BEIPORIAL ;

As a parent and former teacher T

have often heard the plaintive cry,
"That on Earth are they teaching in
schocls these daya?' Perhaps the
wail mame from a worried mother
bemoaning the fact that her daughter
had announced her ability to make a
Moebius stripe.s.thus causing a panic
— ‘ in the breast of a mum afraid that
ves her offspring may end up as an
ecydysiast in a burlesque showe

pabais,

Fee

Sometimes, the cri-du~coeur is
sparked when a school leaver is rejected by one of those employers demanding
triole A levels in advanced thaumaturgy before hiring someone to push a

¢ “A4able arrgy of buttons on a computer-controlled cash-~register, Sooner
or 'azer comes the mournful,.'"Vhere will it all end?V..and, "WVhy don't they
tench 'em something useful?®

If my own recent experiences are any guide, it will end with
a _onge~cpveitri mass of citizenry, broken-nailed, sans teeth, and slowly
siveving to cianth amidst plentyes Why? Well, because of the greater and
grezter demends which modern technology is making on the gentle art of
survivala

In my younger days, it was possible to relax in the one-and
nines, watching Clark Gable do his stuff on a real (big) screen, whilst I
munched quietly away on endless goodies. Prior to entering the dream -alace
my wants had been attended to by the local shopkeeper. Fragments of this,
chunks. of that, and goodly dollops of the other, had all been weighed out
in a totally unwrapped state and dumped higgledy-pigpledy into one smal
white paper bage Once in the cinema, only fhe faintest of rustles marked
their passage from lap to lips.

Nowadays, I nceds must have my finger nails and remaining
teeth specially sharpened in order to break through that first line of
defence, the ubiquitous plastic bage Crackles, creaks, faint swear words
and less faint howls of agony; even the gentle tinkle of broken teeth
accompany the storming of that bastion. Moreover, the surrounding hisses
of disapproval tend to give me an inferiority conplexe.

Once within the outer bailey of the bag, the battles is not
yet won, Bach individual morsel of high-priced and plastic-tasting mush is
separately gift-wrapped in a further line of plastic armour which nust be
picked, scraped and chivvied away..or swallowed in resigned agony. After a
brief, glorious monent of respite, I'a faced with tackling the next bit,

By this time, I no longer worry about disturbing those in neighbouring seats.
They too are engaged in similar skirmishes so that sounds of battle totally
drown out those coming from the screcn. Heck, the show costs enocughs.l
agften wonder why I add to the agony by lashing out on highly priced

wrapping materials,



=

There is little doubt about it, the next generation will
need combat training in the schools if they are to survive in an environnent
which hides its comestibles behind a Maginot line of protection,

Nor is the cinema the only battle front. Have you tried to
open a packet of potato crisps lately? These synthetically flavdured bits
of dessicated dust no Ionger come complete with their own little blue bag of
salt. DBverything (bar the taste) has been added in the factory. Lverything
that: is, except for an casy way to get at the contents. Finger nails aren't
up to the task, Adults reared on a childhood of telephone~dircctoty tearing
nay swarlon mighty forces to rip apart the container,.at the peril of
showering fragmented crisps over everyone within the blast area, Lesser
mortals such as nyself must descend to the ignominy of worrying the corner
of the bag between the front teeth, much as a terrier with a rat, I don't
know how you go on, but even this way, I still manage to spray pieces all
aroundes..but the fall-out area is reduced a bit,

It is only a matter of time before the back~room boffins
come up with the ultimate pTastic. So tough, we frail, unarmed humans cannot
hope to overconc its resistaince, Bven now, when walking through the local
supermarket, I find shelves jammcd with itews impregnable behind shrunken
plastic covers., In adcdition to making half an ounce of potted beef hulk
1li1xe a coccocned buffalo, this sort of wrapping can withstand fingers, nails,
teath, stiletto heels and a direct hit by an atomic bombe Just how can we
expect our children to overcome such defences and avoid starvation? I fancy
the current increase in beard growing is brought about by the inability to
get at plastic-wrapped razor blades,

Modern plastic warfare nakes other demands on socliety. My
innocent nor:i: :g coffee in a cafe now threatens body, clothing and sanity.
As an expverienced elevenser I have long since learned how to master the
plastic-wrapped chocolate biscuit (Hammer it flat, chew off the corner and
pour the crumbs down your throat), but a new threat has me worried. The
milk (or cream when I'n in a 'hang-the-weight! rood) is now hidden safely
within a snall, highly squashable plastic shell, Try as I might, when the
cap finally succunbs to my onslaught, it pops away to relecasc a shower of
sticlky goo which flies in a randonly programiced rranner over those within the
blast zone, Uow if this happens fractionally before a neighbour has sprayed
a burst of powdered potato crisps, the result is utter chaos. :

1

Plastic is not the only offender, In ny KEEP APART I
Walter Mitty dreams, I lead a supernarket nanager around :
by the nose. We pause here and there for him to show ne
how easy it is to "Press cap up gently to remove® when
dealing with jam, pickles and a horde of other inedibles
whose lids have becn tightenod by a maniac with a nenkey
wrenche

In between struggling with imiovable
1ids and unscrewable stoppers, I torment ny captice
nanager with those cardboard packs which (in theory)
nay be ovened by gentle pressure on a perforated panel.
No way! ‘Vhenever I try it, the container may crumple, but
it keeps its contents invioclate with equal impartiality against destructive
vandal or would-be consumers Oh I triunph eventually..usuwally by giving an
abandoned shriek, seizing a meat cleaver and brezking all Geneva ConVenEion
Rules, I tackle to offending packet on the kitchen floor,

) Sardine tins have long been reharded by the trade as the
ultimate in contents protection against a hun;ry public. I normally sling
away the collapsible opener on the tin, and use a burglarts crow=bar,



However, modcrn protective techniques threaten to supplant
the sardine tin. One—p;ece plastic bottle cap seals require the grip of a
Hercules to free them. In the pipeline are stronger tin-plated steels which
are guaranteed to defy even those unusual can~gpeners which have survived
their bu_ltnln 'three can ‘obsolence! perlod.

' Computer«coded labels make 1t v1rtua11y impossihle for ny to
dlscover Iow much I nust pey for something I can't get at. Only last week
during the employee-loafing period now called 'staff-training®, I witnessed
assistants being phaown how to locate the price tags directly: over the -
instructions for ' cooklng or operating ﬁhe itemn, Moreover, such instruction
are inevitably printed in minisculec type on the most unlikely part of the
pre-stressad concrete of the coatalner.

If Tomcrrows: cu’ldren are to break through the nassive
barrier surroundlng their food and drink, we must begin to educate them NOW{
It is high time that schools stupped plugging such rubbish ag naths, English,
reading and writing. They should expunge expressive dance from the
curriculun., As for self~exproession, I get enough from wrestling a packet
of corn flakes for the best ¢f *“uree falls. More money needs to be spent on
re-equipping schools with cenmopehers, thermic langes, knives, hatchets,
flanme throwers and all the other weaponry of survival. . Vhen. they leave
school, our children nust be able to flght their way to food.

Remember, our chlldren deserve only the bes&..lf they can
get it open,. . . ,

'7X)9“QOQ°@N@WQ!¥3?13JYY1JVT)YM¥¥m13@33 Terry Jeeves
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POLL RESULTS,..a2re disappointing., At the tise’ of wrltlng (July 12), only a
scant half dozen have returned.  Oh well, such is apathy. On

a similar front, 'some dozen.people will not be getting this issue of ERG
as they didn't respond to the last ;ssue in one way or another. Honest
folks, thcore is NO pleasure to be.gained in. malllng ‘ERG into a vacuum..if
you don't respond by LOC/étamp/frade..or even cash money, then with sorrow,
this will be your final issuc., The copy you might have got will be malled
to someone who lets ne know it was appre01ated.

STILL AVAILABLE.. 'TqE ‘BOSTON TRIP'..coveran in somc 26 pages, ny safari to

the Colonies in the USA..+81400 a copyess -

ERGtape No,1 and ERGtane 2., at £2,00 each (No.3 in preparatlon). :

Tape 1 had.. two Nartaz yarns, verse, LRG extracts, music, sound effects,
and tape plays 'Streak Moron's Hourney Into Void!,; and 'Batula' etc,

Tape 2 has 'Last Stage Reflectrosman', PAYELIEK Jeeves Comes Home!, .'Kornan
The Bold', 'Death In The Dphand Mgnor' 'Journey of The Vacuui Beetle' and
other odds and ends,

Both tapes on. T60 cassettes, (mOno) and 1nclude varlous extracts from past

ERGs including the flrst ,issue etc.

THIS ISSUE is starting its run through the dupers 1n July so that my trlp
to the USA will not causc a publishin;; hiatu-s. The Memory Bank Lane cover
has. come out nicely...and when the sories is finished, there will be a very
linited numbcr of complete scets of the material gathered into one cover..and
one set will be offered along with the complete bundle of original artwork
used throurhout the 'serieés. That one will go to the highest bidder..and all
procecds will go to a very worthy: cause...Gettlnp re to the US4 : yet agaln,

in 19+4.27? Happy readlng,

Terry



A COUNTERBLAST,

NS Re-rcadinpg my article on
- BI]T......" ;

computers, I saw that I had been
guilty of a felony in stringing
together a lot of hoary old
cliches with intent to incite
hatred. Further, I had spoken
in ignorance, a sin only per-
missible in the case of
socialists and some Trade Union
. lcaders. So I looked at my bank
accounte. It looked back at me and said, "Well.,.maybe...?? and before it
could change its mind, I found myself with £190 worth of Sinclair zZX81 plus
equipment and a course in computings.

Frustration is an occupational hazard of novices on conmptars.
Human beings == well some anyway, tend to think heuristically -~ which is
to say you seec part of a curve and you say, 'General De Gaulle', because you
knew cartoonists gave him a distorted nose. DBut to work a computer you have
to do everything a la !'Chick's Own! wherce all the words are split into
syllables. You have to split your questions into units and you have to re-
phrase almost everything. The number of times I felt lilkke slinging the
whole assenbly out of the window passed count, but I pegged away at it and
at last began -- at the expense of several Beadaches, to think like a conp-
utere I produced a particular list of specific gravity conversions for
temperzture that I had long wantede..and I found that the computer would
happily churn the list out, and print same--which was convenient.

This article was prompted by Mrs, Buffery's remark that
contputing s fune FION{ she must be some kind of nut. Definitely it is not
fune 17 you want to develop xenophobia games of blasting aliens, then go to
your nearazst arcade and blast away at spaceships to your heartt's contente.
But a conputer is a severely practical tool.

So whercin do I have ny jwalified counterblast? I think it
is in the way they are advertised. They are presented quite wrongly as
anusenents But nowhere do they say, "Look, learning to progran is extremely
gifficult, you won't: learn it quickly, you'll have endless frustrations and
gisappointment but at the end of it,; you will be able to save yourself a lot
of mathematical drudgery if your job involves it. If it ‘doesn't, don't
waste your noney.'!

M7ithin an hour you'll be talking to it like an old friend®,
burbles the ad, Within an hour I was talking to the conmputer in terms that
would heve carned me a punch on the nose from the most patient of my friends
had I addressed hin soe Jithin a short time you will be writing your own
prograns''s..I could be thicker than most, but I don!t =~ for I read ERG, So
far, I have written one prcgrane, So, this writing is by nature a warning.
Think before you buy, then read ny previous article and think againe
e ge ¥reogpn gy Uy ~0020=0m0~0~0=0~0=0~0=

ERGitorial footnote. T get a great deal of pleasure frowm ny conputer..and
very seldom use it for games. Indexing and sheer intellectual delight are
ry two nain uses...but I have just started writing some teaching programs
for Englishe. Program writing starts VERY casily...but can get to as hard
a level as you want to take ite. As for ads....who believes them % Tl dre
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Around 7am. on
June 30th 71908

something happened by 24

in the frigid s R eeves =
tundra of the 't .')s\;\:\i:?gk}“i?if.:\b“
Tunguska region of " Srry Jeeves

LA 2T RS P R SR L R LR IR SRR TR T

Siberia,

A glowing object flashed across the sky at something like 25 miles
a second, followed by a colosgal explosion later estimated as the equivalent
of 127} Kilotons of TNT., It produced ground tremors which were recorded on
seismographs over 3,000 miles away. Iven the air-borne shock wave was
recorded by Cambridge seismographs. Somne witnesses spoke of a huge fire-
ball in the sky; at one point, many miles from the event, a herd of reindeer
was destroyed, and burn damage experienced at 40 miles distant. Afterwards,
various sky effects akin to those following the explosion of Krakatoa were
seen around the world..with nidnight skys glowing like the dawn,

Decause of the isolated position of the explosion; the primitive
post-Revolution conditions for transport and then the outbreak of the first
world war, it was 1927 before an expedition succeeded in reaching the site.
Tt set off in February, and reached its goal in mid-llay..which gives sonme
idea of the distance and difficulty involved. By this time, some of the
locals had evolved a new pseudo religion of worshipping Ogdy, God of F.re.

The scene of the strike was surrounded by felled trees, all poitning
outwards from the blast centre..very nmuch akin to devastation at Hiroshima
nearly 20 years later, Recent measurements point to an airb@rst at an
altitude of about 5 miles,

These are the facts .. what lies behind thenm still gives rise.to a
variety of sveculations as to what actually caused the explosion. llore
recent investigations. which point to increased-radiocactivity in the .area
and te a T% above normal deposition of Carbon 14 in tree rings for the -
following year has been taken to indicate that a nuclear device was involved,
However, against this, the Israeli scientist Ari Benliénhhem points out that
a meteror strike of thosé proportions, caused by a 50,000 ton body, would
have approached solar te,peratures and released sufficient neutrons to
create the excess Carbon 14 recorded.

Sugmestions put forward to explain the disaster are many and of
great variety.. Soue sources suggest that Tarth was-struck by a comet, -but
opponents of 'this theory object that a comet of such magnitude would surely
have been observed early in its approach phase, To counter this, the
Russian scientist TFerenkov worked on the figures and estimated that the
objoct had come in on a trajectory from the direction of the Sun, and had



thus been rendered almost impossible to detect.

Lgainst the meteor/comet suggestion is the
fact that unlike the Zmile diameter Meteor
Crater in Arizona, the Tunguskan object did
not produce a crater at all, Leonid Kulilk who
led the early expeditions, reocorded that the
area was studded with numerous, small, water-
filled holes, but that there was no sign of an
impact crater,

Anothér sugiestion was that Berth had been
on the receiving ond of a giant laser beam
fired from another planet. Fronm sone sources
has come the idea that 2 wandering 'Black Hole'
grazed the Larth in a shalleow pass before
vanishing into aspace.

vi
r~,bv}w

i i
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The writer Jacques g;%g_,m

Gergier, an exponcent of %
the 'we-have-~boenevisited=by-aliens-frou-~the~stars’ L mqmu
school came up with the bizarre idea that political '

exiles in Siberia were given enough freedom and . Wﬂmmu
naterials to enable them to build a simpler and super (P i S‘
efficient atomic bomb long befors the Allies did so ; ! '}qm Wit , ol
in World War 2¢ .It must also have been a great deal B o

dighter, as his theory calls for the device being
hoisted aloft by 2 kitee.s.presurnbaly with a very long
string, as the explosion took place a very long way
fron any population centre,

It was left to the Russian chess player and SF
writer; D=, Alexander Kazentsov to come up (first as
a story “dea) with the suggestion that the object was
a nucleev-powered alien spacecraft which crashed and
exploded. 'His theory caught the imagination of many.
Frank Edwards plugs the idea in his ‘'Stranger Than
Seiencels..but tends to be rather careless with his
facts..having Kazentsov going on the 1927 expedition
to add verisimilitude to his story. As far as I can
trace, Kazentsov did not go on any of the trips (such
as the abortive one of 1921T..or those of 1927, 1928,
1929, 1959; 1960 and 1961) Indeed, Kazentsov was only
21 at the time of the 1927 trip..and <did not graduate fron Tomsl: Technical
Institute until 1930, However, in support of the alien spacecraft theory
is the flight plan plotted from the statements of witnesses..and showing
that the object appears to have made two sharp course changes during its
descentessbut considering the near 20 year lapse hetween event- and reports,
plus the low and peasant-type population of‘the area, and such ‘evidence!
leaves nuch to be desired, B

Controversy still rages, .Two British ‘scientists, Drs, Brown ahd Hughes
now clain the object was a loosely bound collection of rocks,, dust and ice
which totally disintegrated on contact (which could account for the numerous
small, water filled holes).

“Thatever it was, we nay never knowe...but personally, I I'd love to have
the spaceship idea substantiated...wouldntt you? ToJo
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((With ERGitoridl interjections inside
pretty little triple parentheses))

1 BURW
ALAIT BURIS iYou are perfectly

19 The Crescent
Wallsend On Tyne ;g§2i:to?b2ﬁz g
computerised society. If you recall,
there was a TV play a little while ago
centred round such a society with the
ammy sent in to roust out squatters
and a girl who got mixed up in a demo
getting three weeks inconmrunicado in
the nick, I am all in favour of the
full night of the law bheing turned on
these nasties who enjoy the benefits
of our society so they can wreck it.
(((That seems to contradict a computer=-
based socioty to enforca lawse..dout I
agree with you on clobber the vlement
of disruptive nits threatening our
society....and how about makers of
petrol bombs getting acquitted on a
defence of 'made for seolf defence! 2?7
T wonder if bank robbers might use a
similar pleae.or possibly football
hooligans carting a few bombs to the.
natch)) On to the restbof the.gigazane,
L with what's with you and NASA that is now being withdrawn.
ﬁ(gﬁzy?rgozggzigg back...NASA News only to prestigious Stateside journals))

EEU§Q§9§IGSt., 79 errived on Saturday, pretty good 'un tool I liked

0 Memory Bank Lane. The Boy's lMazazine in the 30's was ny
favourite, they had a lonp series of Space Invaders, and the famous
detective, Falcon Swift..and of course, his assistant Spawrow who got into
rniore trouble than Diclk Barton ever did, but always cane out on top ((Now
you'!ll have people asking who 'Dick Bartont! was))) Then came the Amazine,
When I landed in Canada with the S.A. scheme and 50p in my pocket, I saw it
on the station bookstall..the size of Yellow Pages. I parted with 25¢ and
was hooked on SF and have been ever since,.

RICHARD MELHAN
il Redfern R4

I= YOU'D LINE THE NEXT ERG gnp,

&_.---WR“T! N paBocuT THIS ONS!‘

I was very impressed with the NASA MNews colunne. When I
iar have sent letters to NASA asking for any information I
g;i;;g’ Stone, was told politely to bugger off. How you got hold of
the Venus stuff is beyond me..are you related to Pres,
Reagan? (((Fo, but Iarry Andruschak is a good man))) It is also nice to read
a fanzine in which someone is interested in computers. So youlre getting a
BBEC Proton are you (((Yes, and it hes gone back for cure of a &livery fault)(
Will you be flogping the ZX81 at an incredibly low price? {((Hope..it is
still a dann good standby machine. Check the sales pages of 'Singlair User!
or 'Your Computer! for cut-price ZX81...better still, get a Spectrum))all
in all, I found your zine very interesting, Terrye.which is why there is
31p in stomps anclosed for the next issue.

(((Sedly, MNASA News is cutting back on mailiiigs..so ho nove extracts..T)) _


Nope..it

Judith Bufiery

16 Southam R4 I thought your &IRGitorial was simashing and I'i pleased you

won a prize with it, Down Memory Bank Lane was interesting,
Hgll‘G?een I'd even heard of some of the titles. I'm surprised you
A ‘didn't mention MAGNET though, my father used to ehthuse
over it. (({(ell, I'm trying to stick to SI, the MAGNET featured Harry
tTharton, Frani HNugent, Dob Cherry, Hurrece Jamset lam Singh and. of course,
Billy Bunter..the most durable of the lot..s but no SF))) Incidentally, the
SMASHER and IRON THACHZR reminded me very much of the children's classic,
THE IRON MA. I'wonder if thatic where Ted Hughes got the idea from 2?? 1
thought your favourite music was rather predictable -~ nice, but ordinary., I
have wide tastes in music (soue people might say no taste at all) but I
can't stand ageing crooners like Frank Sinatra..{(WVho can?))

EéTEr%%%hgkgge The cover was-quite pgood. NASA News was as always, inter-
Rawtenstall 2sting, Down Mamory Bank Lane, very interesting, gnd as I
RQ%&gnﬁale once said to you, I once had hold of an edition of THED

iy WIZARD which had the characters you mentioned featured in
it, Fanzine Reviews, as usual, aquite good and I am thinking of sending
for tthat "Whole Fanzine Catalogue' as I am interested in fanzines from all
over the world., Book Reviews were as always, conmprehensive giving a flavour
of the book and not impressing your own views too much. Not like an
'Inferno! reviewe.' "I could see the ninute I opened this book it was not
gaing to be wery gocdass.etcecetc” (((Dead right..'Recent Reading! is to tell
would~be readers what is. arcund..not to put 'em off it., You canIt buy a
book until you know it exists..after that I leave it up to the reader to
work out whether or not to buye...hatchet jobs help nobedy so like good old
Bat Dyrston, you won't see lea in ERG unless they are REBALLY merited)))

JOHN BOTHAM
32 Whitemill Lane
Yalton

'The Moronic Menace'! seemed gquite paranoid to me.
Although there is no_ doubt that the kind of things you
T galk ?touﬁ ;ié pbssibl:,tﬁYen'at the present time, but
© b ol can't really gee suwh things B QN ] :
STAFYS ST15 O&G. hoppening in the. near ﬁuture%. )
((Depends on what you mean by 'near!,.at.on e tise
Income Tax was inconceivabless.and now it-is a2
cFippling burden)) To start laying the blame in
advance on computers is ludicrous.(((Afraid youo-
missed the point..I didn't blane computers.s
that is why I called Teum. 'moronic'..théy only
do what “ley are told...but as I said, one
man has all ready sugpested the 'implants'!
for criminals...and the UK Labour spolkesman
DID say if elected, they wouldn't give
people: a voto onthe ZEC as 'they couldntt
be ®lied on.to vote the 'right' way., SUCH
MENACES are quite capable of intriducing
a computer cliecks. if ‘we don't holler at
the first signesiee. 'For criminalst®)))

I'm afraid I'm notigoing to be compli-°
nentary over ‘SIEMORY BATK LANZY It just
left ne cold. (Mot to -werry, tastes

differs.e.and re your comment om only gf s o § zﬂw

saying 'good! thinpges in reviews.e.see
above letter to Matt Mackulin.. Anad -

thanks for a very Intercsting letter)) eeves



SEVIN RATTAN

Ergitorial..I enj i
23 Uaingate Close rpitorial..I enjoyed some of the incidental detail ,such

as the clerk awarding himself ,008¢ etc., but on the

gaw:engziil whole, I must admit to finding it a little unoriginal. The
Lzﬁcgn idea of computers not having ethics is one I've come across

before (((Yes, but I was pointing out the il could endanger
US in the near future))) Down lMenmory Bank Lanc..being a mere infant, these
comics seem to me to be of a far distant pasta...and this is the best thing
in the issue. The naterial was interesting and told with an eye for humour
that made the difference between a merely informative and an entertaining
and informative article. The pictures also helped to bring ocut the
atmosphere of the comicse 'FANALOG'..this ought to be longer (((Oh for an
elastic~paged ¥RG,..or lower pootal rates))) RECENT READING,.Vhat can I say
that I havean't already? Good solid stuff,.but special note must go to the
illo on page 22, absolutely wonderful, ({( Thanks a lot Kevin..glad you
like DMBL as there arc about a dozen episodes to it))

Chuck COINNOR
Sildan House
Chediston Rd

Ergitorial held one or two interesting things from my point
of view.e.and I'm no great believer in Home Computers, But
Wissetbt the wealth of computer-~based data already available to the
TS unscrupulous is already incredible, ZBEver tried getting off
Suffolk IP19 i, Reader's Digest computer files? (((Yes, I even wrete up
the experience and submitted it to their 'Lifets Like That'..it was not
acceptedl} so I ran it in ERG..many moons ;80)) You can of course order
sorething using the return address of one of the other parts of the company.
{( T vsed to do this with those Record Club come-ons))) Congrats on the
double anniversary by the ways..does this make you the oldest active fan in
the UKseoor is Wthel Lindsay older.,.and d4id Schttishe start up before ERG?
(I don't know about 'oldest!, but I'm probably the longest operating

(and non-pro-linked)actifan., T had the pleasure of welcoming Ethel into
fandom..and to her first (Manchester) Con. Scot started before ERG..but
hasn't been keeping to a guarterly schedule for quite a while..and of
course, has now folded. Do I get a 1ong-scrvice nedal??)))

MAL ASHWORTH. " 4 b ;
6 Rbckv1lle Drive, Dmbsay. MNth. Yorks. "MMany thanks for sending me ERG; .
the fact of lts unbroken publication over such vast
aeons of. time impresses me. enormously, a bit like that
masulvc uectlon of Giant Sequ01a in the Natural History
Museun ((are you taling the Mickey?2))with marklngs
apgainst the various rings saying things like, .
tJulius Caesar invaded Britain!' (lMas he gone yet
by the way? (((Could be, T haven't seen or heard of
hir® Jately))) - One thing that grabbed me most of all
was the '"What Makes Good SF Debate's I remcmber
once remarking to Milke Rosenblum how badly one ST
novel was written, and his conmebacik: "Yes, but
after all it's the ideas we read it for isn't it?®
(((Hard luck with today's stuff then))) I can say one
thing with confidencessyou will never get general
agreement on any method of rating SF in terms &f
goodness or lousinesse

@
e RTINSy
"‘5":"'21 i —
(s ’

(((vthieh is just what I said..you can't take 'majority
5 il rule'!,.heck, that rates Constipation Street! as the
ﬁﬂhdm 2 best thing since Bakrd invented the goggle boxa))
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Being a revised and
re-~illustrated version
of a series which
first appeared in
Lynn Hickman's 'zine

'THE PULP ERA!

: W, A %
_;;vflﬂuuigg.. g = 3{75792{ ileeves

The first regular science fiction in my life came on the
scene in February of 1934 when Pearsons launched@ the juvenile weckly under
the editorship of Haydn Dimrock and titled SCO0PS. Priced at a sensible
2d a copy (less than today's dimunitive 1p), the contents ranged from some
abysmal material to tales capable of standing alongside the American pulps
of that era..which of course doesn't say that much for Dimmock's editorship.

A total lack of advance publicity caused ne to miss out on
the first two issues. Iy younger cousin was more fortunate, he managed to
get bothe..and hung on to them like glue, steadfastly refusing to part with
them under escalating offers of trade..cash..and finally, sheer physical
violence. I considered this to be a dog-in-the-manger attitude, as up till
then he had evinced absolutily ne interest in my growing SF collections. I
reckon it was a bit of one-upmanship on his part...and he never did discover
who let down both tyres on his bike.

Because of this, my file of SCOOPS began with Noe3 when our
lang~-sufferi; g newsagent was coerced into supplying weekly dollops of this
weird, gaucy publicatione lMany years were to pass before I realised the
significant fact that cach time I went to collect my copy of SCOOPS (and
later, Tales Of YWonder), the precious goodies were always withdrawn fron
under the counter and passed to me face down. SF was a ghetto literature
in those days.

After nearly fifty years, wueniories of the actual contents
have become rather thin, but I do recall that it featured such writers as
John Russell Fearn, J.il,/Jalsh and Maurice G. Hugi...the latter having a
varn about a lost African tribe., People were always losing tribes and
cities in }hose dayse The members of this particular carelessness had the
peculiarity that their bones glowed with an cerie blue light which caused
thenn to loock like walking skeletonss Vhy they glowed in this manner escapes
me, but I feel sure there was sone perfectly logical, sensible and utterly
scientific explanation..such as regular meals of large helpings of U-235, or
as it would have been called then, 'Radontium! or maybe, 'Radonite!
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Professor A.M.Low also got into the writing act..how he
became a profossor, where he ds5d his professing never becane clear, but he
seenedi to get into all tlc secieuce popularising nagazines of the tine..in
the case of SCOOPS, it was with the inevitable 'tour of the solar system!
I often wonder how the hack writers down the ages must have longed for a
few dozen nmore planets scudding round the Sun to enable them to stretch out
their encyclopedia-raiding with further article.

Then there was Conan Doyle's !'THE POISON BELT!' which made
its first appearance in STRAND MAGAZINE in 1913, although I don't recall
that this ldittle fact was mentioned. The usual gas cloud from outer space
covers the Tarth with disastrous results for all except a few survivorse.
Obviously, sonmeone had to survive so they could tell us all about it. It
nmust have been a popular story, as M.P, Shiel re-wrote it as THE PURPLE
CLOUD, and only three years after its appearance in SCOOPS, The Eexrl and
Otto team, writing as LEando Binder, got the idea into & 1937 ASTOUNDING
under the title, LIFE DISINHERITED. No doubt about it, you can't keep a
good plot downe.
One of ny favourite yarns was !'SUDMARINE ROAD PLANE Nool!
This concerned a young man whose Znventor-uncle died leaving nothing to our
hero but a rather ranshackle old banger. Slightly browned off with the
Tack of actual cash rioney, our hero took the car out for a spin to cheer
himself up. In a sudden emergency, he yanked on the steering wheel. This
dlid back in its socket, the vehicle sprouted wings and a rear propeller
thus enabling the whole affair to zoom up over the hazard and out over the
nearby sea. Once over the shock, our brave young man shoved the wheel
forward and the car planed down, landed on the water ..where it tootled
aleng happily for a few minutes until furthet fiddling with the steering
wheel (in an effort to get hack home) caused a bubble canopy to appear from
its hiding »nlace as the buggy slid beneath the waves in its subnarine form.
gur hero finally got the thing home again, whereupon a rather belated
search, uncovered conplete plans and drawings hidden in the tool box, zlong
with the handling instructions. Fade out to dreams of wealth and greatnass
when the device could be placed on the market, They doA't write 'em like
that any riore, '

Naturally, SCOOPS had a yarn about a Maeptian Henace..but
with a twist worthy of better things. It all begon with a faint, annoying
Bum on the BBC Home Service.....'" Gradually, this aznneying hun grew louder,
spread to other channels, finally, to anything powered by electricitye
Table lamps, electric-irons,telephones, pocket torches, car ignition
systems all added to the cacophony..even when the gadgetry was 'OFTF'.

People began to crack beneath the strain...the suicide rate rtounted, riots,
crines and accidents spread like wildfires. Then, at the very last nonment,
s».a blessed silences The Martians had landed (on Salisbury Plain, of
course) and switched off their interference~producing space drive, They
were welconed rather coldly..after all, they had caused a lot of bother, and
they were foreigners, Nevertheless, they were given a brief tour of London,
(centTe of civilisation) and lunch at the Guildhall, The Martians enjoyed
everything, thought our policemen wonderful, apologised for the trouble they
had cprsed, and hoped we wouldn't mind another dose when they set off hone,
Climbing into their humning-top-shaped spacecraft, they powered up the drive
and lifted off...lecaving unbearable interference blasting from everything
eiectrical,s 'Chaos threatened,.but good old H.M.Governnent had not been
caught ungrfpaied. Batteries of field guns had been noved secretly into
p.ace on Salisbury Plain, Barely had the Martian craft

the devilishly accurate British Gunners opened fire and %igf %ﬁgu;gézsgsg

out of the -
of the lot. peace ang prosperity returned..we had saved the world}i}



L Naurhty as this action was, it did leave Britain free to
foster further science fiction...such as the incredible FLYING ROBOT. This
rivet-studded monstrosity got airborne with the aid of a (very) small air-
screw mounted in the small of its back. So equipped, the flying robot was
able to swoop hither and yon on its assorted activities. 'These were of
course, so highly secret that I've forgotten what they were.

One conmuon thing about all
this gadgetry...from Road

Plane No.l vie the
Flying Robot and right
up to the massive space

craft in the artworh,
everything seemed to
have been built in
Cannell Laird's
shipyard.. from 19
steel plate and
umpty~-thousand
rivets.

Dresumably, theory was

that robots, spaceships and

in fact, everything mechanical

nust be made by mechanics. And as everyone knows, mechanics work in ship-

vards or steelworks using hefty metal plates and large rivets. ©So, to make
futuristic gadgets even more futuristic..throw in more rivets and heavier
plating - preferably with girder work, angle iron, and all joints showing.

Oh there were exceptions to all this ironmongery..such as the
aircraft. In those halcyon days, real aircraft were underpowered and nade
Zrom such high tech materials as wood, string, canvas and scaling wax,with
a large dash of luck thrown in. Getting them airborne was tough,..Keeping
thhrem that way, even tougher, As a result neither authors nor artists could
couceive any futurc aircraft that did not follow this practices So we had
boiler-plated robots rubbing rivets with flying boxkites piloted by heroes
wearing plus~fours or jodhpurs. -

Sadly SCOOPS saw but a scant 20 issues before sinking back into
oblivion. However, I did have 13 of those precious copies tucked safely
into my collection when I volunteered for the RAF...alongside sets of
Hodern VWonder'!, 'Boy's Cincma®’ etc. Tibe and a half ycars later I returncd
from a long tour in India, all ready to drool over ny old loves,.,..only to
find with a shortage of firelighters, those 'rubbishy o0ld magezines! in ny
bedroom had been used to keecp the home fires burning. It marled the end of
41 erae



15

HOLIER THAN THOU_13

Mo less than 68 Zto. nmimeo pages (+ colour) and with
excellent repro. Chu knows how Marty does it so well, big (and often) but
here is a highly readablc mixture of cartoons, fmz reviews, humour,/fiction,
critipues by Schweitzer on Nicholes and New orlds, an Andruschak space
column, a piecé on the USA Congress aund a whovpning great (and good) lettercol.
No price given, but no doubt the usual,.stamps, money trade etc, from Marty
Canlior, 5263 Riverton Aveo,lMo.1. IHorth Hollywood. CA 91606, USA

Smme=Ses=oosB22 3L Alpp nimeoe  Good art/Comient on Cons, Awards etc./ SF
type vop nusic//fiins and nedia in general// frnz listing // LOCs. An
excellent, ail-Tound zine with plenty of material to incite comnent. Jack
Fernan is soliciting 'The Worst S¥F Films',.I'd noninate 'Day Of The Triffidst
for its cruelty to stackced cordwood, and 'Rocketship XM's Get Yahf for art,
trade, locs ctc..from Box 272 Wentworth Bldnge University of Sydney, Australia,
BEYOND_ANTARDES 174 46 Qto. rtiitco plus good art. from Susan Clarke,

S0 o e 6 Bellewvue Rd,m Faulconbridge, NSW 2776 Australia. This
issue is devoted centirely to 'MOCHWIND' a Star Trek story by Susand and
concerning her favourite character, Eagineer Scott when he encounters and
falls in Iove wuthlh a vampiric-typce alien Carceelsa, A trifle overwritten
here and theres..threstitlessly spoke' is akin to 'boldly going'..and the
heroine changes her eye colour from blue on page 1 to 'sea-grey' on page 3o
Quibbling apart, iti!s a darned goed yarn..so Trekkies, get in quick as ik

iz » limited 100 copy editione

TLEMINIOR. 37 k2 nto.pp/minec. TFictionf/ Article by A.B.Chandler on agency

provlens//Large and interesting LOCcolumn// Reviews..with a neat idea to use
pini-reproductions of some of the book covers//0Odds and ends of fillos. AlL
frem Ron Clarke, 6 Bellevue Rde., Faulconbridge, NS 2776, AUSTRALIA §1.00 an
issne, or the usual.

GROZCY 16 16pp/to and as neat a mixture of ditto,mimeo and what-have-you
=TT as you're likely to see in a coon's age. Unique, multi-colour
cover. and interior natters on personal day-to-day affairs ond events., In
addiiLica, you get LOCs and general comnent. ZEric and Kathy (Mayer) are
masters of ditto artwork..ovut I still prefer the legibility of mimeo. All
the seore, this is a nice friendly, fandom-is-for-fun affair..and not a feud
on vitriol dipped pen within e nile or so. I like it,

e d

QUATIS_3 h42pp/Ak/mimeo, excellent art(but not enough).. a superlative zine
77777 of fiction, verse (well, we can't all be perfect), interview with
P.S.l0igh, piece on Robert Holdstock, brief lettercol, and a very good bhook
review section. I'or my money, the best UK zine around..nicely balanced
between the extremes of sercon,/faanish., Available for LOC/Trade/ and I'm
sure cash would be accepted..from Geoff Kemp, 23 Raygill, Wilnecote,Tamworth
STAFTS. ((8ingle copies 80p post-free is the cash money price))



Séé@' boasts 42, Ak mimeod
pages of articles, fiction,
humour, cartoon strips, Con
adventures and comiient and a
hefty lettercol., Marc Oxrtlieb
will mail you a copy for art,
trade, LOC, or even a naughty
in the bushes...contact hin at
P.0. Box 46, Marden, S.A.5070, AUSTRALIA

Frankston, VIC.3199, AUSTRALIA...con news, a spoof NASA project,
the problens of computer tuition, and a bit of autobiography..get it for
the usual,

CON & SHELL GAMES 3 is a Tolded foolscap, 36pp, mimeo affair from Brian
SERTESSSSSSS-SS=STT farl Brown, 20101 W.Chicago Noe201, Detroit, MI 48228
(ard why didn't we meet up when I was in Detroit in '802?) on behalff of the
hicon IV Ince A load of articles, opinions, comment and suggestions on
conventions.e.and if you think that's dull...then think again, as what the
cocntributors have done with the theme makes a damned good reade How do you
ge't a copy? Talk nice to Brian,.or no doubt, the usual,

e.:hich leads ws to. the prize iteMesecse

WS YNGVE WAS A LOUSE.«. 52pp AL miwmeo (by me) on heavy paper stock. This
is a nostalgic look back at the fandom of the fifties using extracts and
material from the fanzin es of that era...Ted Tubb, Bob Shaw, Ving Clarkc,
HzI Ashworth, Harry Turner, mysclf and umpteen others all have picces in

the dissue..want a copy? Luy one from fric at MNovacone..liric Beatclifie,

17 Rivevside Cresc. Holmes Chapel, Ches CWh 7NR might even sell yow a postal
copy if-wyou get in quick enough. Be warned, this is a collector's item znd
it will be first come, first served. £And another warning..fandom of the
fifties was a fun thing..so don't expect the knifewin-the-back, don't-say-a
nice word-if-you-can-~tiaing-of-a-harsh-one style of thing which marks so

nuch of today'!s UK product.

MTTANWAVE.2 g f ’ .

siisson==E== 22pp, Qto,mimco..heck, I love quarto size zines..they feel like
fanzines instead of floppy bedsheets. Good art, comment (I fully agrec that
foneds should publish what THEY want...if it bores or offends, then the
r2sicr can go elsewhere). There'!s a piece by me, a Feghootish joke-yarn,

& neat little piece by the editor's better half, there's even a (good) item
by Ving Clerke, and & nifty lettercol. This one's for fun..I like it} The
editor is Terry Hill, 41 Yestern Rd,, Maidstone, Kent ME16 8NE and you can
gat i% Tor 20p in stamps.
ERY QUARTERLY

soslo, not narecissism, just a word or two about the poll in the
last issuesess.ERGitorials got first place with RECENT READING and the NASA
BACOVERS fighting it out for places two and thfce..thanks folks for writing
ine PECHNOLOGY WINK published the ERGitorial !'Moronic Menace'!,.but so far
have shown no sign of sending the promised £50., On the other hand, SUNDXY
JOULNAL ran my 'Vengeance! from ZIDIG 25 and paid spot cash, If you buy a
copy of GBRGtape 3 (currently in preparation) you'll find 'Vengeance'! on it,.

I STILL WANT,..PRE~1935 ASIF and will trade large dollops of modern material
for @ty Now do any of you linow soue kind bod who will allow me photo
access to those pre-1935 ASI” covers ?2?? I'm compiling a pheoto index of same
and need HEELP, .HELP...HZLP, Please pass the word along to anyone you can
think of, Bestest, Terry.



““““““ NPT en If, like e, you dropped Omni because you hated wading

E?ﬂ D?Ck Teresi throuzh (advertising) fiction extracts, UFOlogy, inept
Sidgwick & Jackson b ot ciopies and items ‘continued at the back! to get
5.9 to the excellent kernel of fact articles, then you'll

be delighted to know the good stuff is now available in one large-sized,250
page paperback. I guesstimate over 250 articles plus.more‘than 100.photos
all nestly compartmented into 10 sectionsi= Heglth,ﬁnlmals,Space, Mind,
Energy, Technology, Phenomena, Inventions, Lnvironment and Paranormal,.plus
an index. What can lasers do fér baldness? Advertising on the Moon?
Spontaneous human combustion? Ii's all here and much more. Quibbles?..
well Australians may take a dim view of the careless statement that "Earth
is nearer the Sun in Winter and farther away in Summer, Otherwise, this is
another of those dip~and~enjoy volumes, with each piece a possible idea
sparker for would be SF writers.

g@ézbbfmllh—iab?glb% Aslt anyone to name the greatest showman since P,T.

R, Eglin & B Ritchie  3®Bapnum, and chances are they'll name Freddié Laker,
reiura  £7.75 Learning his trade at Short's and in the RAF, Laker
took his £40 gratuity and by aviation work and Govermment surplus dealing,
pyramided it via the Berlin Air Lift, BUA and Laker Adirlines intoc a multi-
million pound empires He fought a five year batile to start Skytrain..and
the fincrecial disaster whoch follaed, stemmed in part from the stalling of
the US G vernment, the double dealing of their airlines..and the intransig-
ence of fur own governments. Compulsive, warts-—amd-all reading for thosge
whe love Flight, flying and the story behind the airline of the peoples

THE WRATH OF KHAN

Siimmzois=m======= The story of Paramount Pictures!, 'Star T;ek 2's Spock
Vonda Mcintyre cavtains the Enterprise, crewed by a load of trainees
FIUTURA £%.25 including the beautiful, half-Romulan Saavik, with Kirlk,

now an Acmiral, along for the ride, A distorted nessage calls them to
Regulus and slap into a vengeance plot cooked up by the sinister Kkan Singh
who seeks revenge on Kirk after having escaped from fourteen jears isolation,
Aiter considerable sadism, the final battle is reached and the Interprise

can only be saved by Spock sacrificing his life, Exciting recading after a
wobbly start (one young trainee being referred to as ! a sweet child!) and
for once, a tale which avoids the restrictions and ritual of the ST formula.
It will also bring howls of anguish from the Trekkies, and I got a bit

tired of hearing of Kirk fiddlin;, with his spectacles,..won't they have
contact lenses available for those unable to benefit from the super science?
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David Langford
Arrow &£7T.75

FPorceman Jacklim, a veteran warrior, and Rossa Corman, FTL
cocormnizator are sent on a8 mission to stop someone making
galaxy-destroying matter-transmission tests. One catch is
that their trip involves killing them both, then pushing
the remains through a 1.9cm. holes After that, their mission gets nasty..,as
Jacklin & Corman become pawns in a power struz;le. A nice touch is the use
df the odd fanzine title in the operation codenames, Racily and coapetently
written with a touch of !sStarship Troopers cum Forever War'. It may be low-
brow, old-time space opera, but I enjoyed every word of ite Nice one, Dave,

sEE_dunun_=¥2Y  Second book in 'The Saga Of The Exiles' wherein humans who
Julian May make the one-way time trip back to the Pliocene find a society
Pan £1.75 deninated by the alien Tanu, who use mind-bending 'tores' to

enslave human males and employ females as brood mares. The
Pliaocene setting seems more like mediaeval England, but otherwise the multi-
level plot of human rebellion and Tanu ambition keeps numerous cliff-hangers
neatly jusgled as each individual or faction works to an end, The first in
the series;, 'Many Coloured Land' was great..gnd this title proves its equal.
Definitely not 'sword and sorcery‘, but a superb bhlend of SF, mental powers
and credibly motivated and believable characters.

P e = g}frhK?Eihféﬁa} tlt;e in the 'Demon'P?inces' ser%es in
Coronet  &1425 which Kir ersen hfnts down the criminals who killed

his parents. This time, he follows the trail of Howard
Alan Treesonge. Again and ajain, success is witihdin Cersen's reach only for
hls.quarry to escape. Finally, vengeance seems assured..until others with
similar desires join ine Exciting as its predecessors (but with more in
t?e way of padding), once Again, Vance shows a deft and fascinatine touch
with the strange societies and customs of his fictionzl worlds. ¢

R L A PRI M P e I The collection starts with notes to help
Derriick Daines. you convert the contents to run on your
Newnes ‘Microcomputer Books &4.95 own machine., Programs begin with a
simple number game followed by a wide
range of programs on a mainly games theme with some educational material,
(Mo 'practical! programs for indexing, budget etc). The normally off~putting
print mass is enlivened by numerous, cheerful (bud poorly drawn) cartoons.
ith my BBC micro faulty from delivery, I was loth to key irn long listings
on the Sinclair..but all material seems straightforward BASIC with nothing
to daunt the beginner, Prograns are mainly of the interrogatory question/
response type, with minimal use of graphiecs. There is also a tendency to
nake them longer than need be. The 'SPELLING! program for instance is much

longer, yet less flexible than one¢ I wrote a fgg_%a%grgggogggsgog dlgggg and
< B

DIM arrays had been used in
place of endless 'INPUT A%..

ﬂbn”—“ ‘\\ However, the length does make
DYsann v 1y it easier for beginners, and
4 a0 ) I particularly liked the
inclusion of a 'print-outt?
Lt 2 after cach program to give you
1ﬁ;:}5”‘"‘\ i 1 (354 an idea what to expecte For
o ) ‘ Dungeons & Dragons fen, the

Jg)ﬁﬂﬁtﬁb eyt Haunted House has possibilit-
RESp™ T T ey pRege ies for modification.



19
Young fRush That Speaks! lives in Little Belaire; a bucolic
comuune of *Truth Speakers'! surviving the Holocaust in the
Los Aangeles seca. Life is peacefil, truth and legend being
inextricably..and amusingly mixed. As Rush grows, he scels 'Sainihood! as
given to the community's founderse..and also, his lost first love 'Once A
Day!. A gentle lock at a post~A culiure gnd people which 'does NOT descend
into the standard rape, barbarism and brulality. Cerebral, entertainingee.
and amusing.

FUGINE_SUMIER

Jehim Crowley
Methuen &£7T,50

THE QUILLIAN SECTOR
T2 201LLIAN SEVIOR 19th in the Dumarest saga as

it E,C,Tuh? Zarl continues his hunt for Harth,
s;'\“ﬁ; RN Arvew £1.25 and in turn hunted by the Cyclans.
FERH s ER L ats? This time, they enlist the deadly hunter Leo
ﬁ@gegimn”{/"“"“”gﬁj Bochner., As usual, Dumarest faces variocus fights
‘Qgﬁﬁhéﬁ‘u“wqﬁv deadly situations and adventures before emerging a
ﬁéﬁﬁ* whisker ahead of the oppositions.but still no closer
,ﬁfﬁigﬂépmﬁag to finding %erra, Our hero has developed his character
L diad a4 since the first in the series, but this pot has been to

the old well a few too many times to have many surprised,
It still makes highly readable time-passing stuff, but not
the Hugo-winning, decply piotted natewvial that drcams are made of,

Ega—aﬁgga§ﬁa~——ﬂ~j-jf—— % hgfty 450 pages, jomned with refgr?nces egd

S interpretvations drawn from psychology, religion, literature,
Paladin £2435 etca You will find an inner significance to Lear'!s dwilies,
playing cards, even Jack and his Beanstaik come under the microscope. The
meanings surpviied are highly motaphysicaly subjectively capable of as many
nuances as the symbols themselves...so you may choose your own significance
for eachs I you hapren to be into myths, legends or what lies behind that
éream you had last night, then this is an essential item for your collection.
cr if you have writing aspirations you will find umptcen plot ideas among
the wealth of material presented here,
TEE_MAEESHIFT _GOD

e 2t amipri.  Lenguage tutor/anthropologist Caine, is called in to
R;ssgxl GRS advise on transmissions received from an unmanned procbe
Puncher £1.50 which has just reached the planet Albar, 8% light years
awaye Finding he is listening to the legendary '"Wandering Jew', Caine
joizls a manned missicn to investigate. Once on Albar, he becomes enmeshed
in the religious struggies of the various races before himsclf becoming a
tgod! and tne problem of the Jew is solved. A rather cercbral type adranture,
siow-paced in paris, but one which keeps you wondering as to the origins of
Jow and natives,

CONDITTONALLY HUMAN A scintillating,six-story anthology of prozine cullcd
Yalter M, Miller Jr. rnaterial, The title story tells of bic-ensinecrced
Corgi &1.50 pets as child substitutes and an extermination hunt
for those that can bracd. WBlecod Bank! has Commander Elli Roki ostracised for
destroying a nercy ship..and setting out to prove he did the right thing.
1Dark Benedictien seces world chaos caused by an alien nessage which causes a
plague...but one with advantages, 'Dunb Waiter' introcduccs an automated

city which has a still-functioning police systeme..but no bunan to control it,
''nybedy Blse Like Me'! poses the dilenna of a weman beccming telepathic and
finding a male telepath wanting her to bear his children. Finally, !The Big
Hunger' is a feble of Man's evolution as seen by his spaceships, This last
ratier bered meseobut the rest were sight c¢n target as top level SF which
gives the collection a rating <f cver 83% excellencessand that takes sone
beating in an era of pallid yarns..significantly, all are from 1952,


OQhDITIONniLY_HUMn.IT

20

QUEST FOR_THE VELL OF SOULS _ .
e e e S ke e Third (and final 27?) in the Well World series

JECE F' CFaﬁker_ of a nyriad races living in hexagonal 'worlds' and
Penguin SF 1,75 Anton Trelig seeking control. His opponent, Mavra
Chang hes been deformed by the creatures of one hex, but still holds the
camputer key souught by many..some want her alive, others demand her death
so she has a itectic existence. The viewpoint leaps around somewhat, making
the yern difficult to 'get into!, but once you do, then it holds you all the
waye To do it jus®ice, you should really read all the parts in fairly rapid
order so you can keep everything in pers-ective. Could be an Award winner,

STAR_TREK: L0G_2 |
AE;E"ngg"iggzgﬂ Three Star Trek yarns in one cover, TFirst a shape=-
T ;6*95 changing alien is rescyed from a derelict and decoys
o the Enterprise into a forbidden 'Neutral Zone's Then
when investigating missing ster ships, the men of the crew are lured by
alien Loreleil seeking to drain their life force. Finally, Kirk and his men
ordered to survey a new planet run into a rencmade scientist and intelligent
plants. These were all adapted frem scripts for the animated seriese..and
it c&howsé Foster can do and has done much better, but this time he fails to
bring credibility to his stereotypes. However, this may prove suiltable
material for juveniles if we assuie they are not so critical. I'd rate
these as pot-bailers of the style popular at the beginning of the 'Golden
Aget...long on action, but short on cerebration,

sErs==oopoizszz=i=s=== At the end of the 20th, Century, Calvert Roberts,scle
x survivor of a double disaster, finds himself on Dr.
Triad Granzda £1.25 lMoreau's notorious island, now operated by Mortimer
Dart, self-styled 'Master! and prosthetically aided thalidomide deformee.
Operating on geunes rather than on bodies, Dart has unexpected hackers.
Roberts (who seems a bit stunid) has various adventures as he attempts to
get a ressage to the mainland, but unlike Wells' base yarn, this one never
really gets auywhere and tends to fizzle out at the ende
knk gnin) n TR OV
TIRES_OF_AZIRCYE  minal part of the Morgaine trilogy. Pursued by the Shiuwan,
C«JCherryh Horgzine and Vanye seek one of the space/time Gates abd to
Methuen £1.,50 slay Chya Roh, leader of a rotely vandal army. For a tinme
they find refuge with the forest folk and ghal in Azeroth
but death and terror follow...with the enemy striking when least expected.
Unlike the avergge thud & bluner, the imenace is more brooding although the
power of the first half is not sustained as the involved action moves to
its climax., I got the feeling that Cherryh had to fit in a lot of extra
wordage to complete the set,

TWO T CONQUER .. . 3
;:::::::Q::;:: Marion Zlmmer Bradley

Areow 51475 Bard di Asturien is exiled for trying

n. . to rape the 'king's daughter and crippling a foster son,
Years later, he returns to put his half~brother on the

throns and to circumvent an oath, Bard and his father

conjure up Paul Harrell, Bard's doppelganger to aid in

their grandiose plans..but Paul has other ideas.

An intrigunirg tale of warriors and magic, with a
credible central character you can both sympathise with
and also hate, This is the first 'Darkover! novel I've
read, and althousgh I normally do not care for sword and
sorzery, I was favourably impressed with the denth and
detail of this one. .
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LIFE, THE UNIVERSE AlD
EVERYTHING

Douglas Adaus
Pan £1.50

Part 3 of the
pely=ology which
began with 'The
Hitch=hiker's
Guide! and went
en via 'The
Restaurant AL The
EZnd Of The Galaxy!?
his copy came congle
-te with a sealed can
of radiso parts to put
che readey in the moed Tor
2 further meceting witn Artaur
Denty Ford Prefect and other
strange characters sucha as tine
alien busily working his wey rcund
~he universe jnsulting everyone in
alphabeticzal order, There®s algo the
nice idea of learning to fly by jusc
throwing yourself at the £looTeaeond
_ -ssinge This is the mixture as beforec.but
totally differentas.so if you're a fan, what more do you need to know othev
than the knowledge of the book's existence and its title..go cut and buy}
§2ﬂ5—§%39 o Less than a decade after initial experiments to fit mane
Dt nndrs}ssen tind for undersea life, a new strain of bacteria kills off
Stazblaze Sit.95 ail surface lifeo.sleaving only two experimentsl fKids?,
Tzn and Decla, plus a handful of normal humans, existing in an underwater
1zba. Bven aided Ly tidained dolphins, existence is marginal - then a new
breesd of intelligent sharks moves in. Then sabotage makes their base
uninhabitoble, so in a small submarine, they sett off folllowing a strange
radio signal, to seek the link between the plague and the sharks, The yarn
ie illustrated by Ron Miller (I disliked the 'Deelat illos; however the ploc
is deftly unwound in traditidonal, 'Golden Age of SF! style as distinct from
today's bland offerings. It will hold you from the first sentence as each
new pizce fits neatly into the jigsaw. My only criticism being the scmewhat
1Deus Ex Machina'! of the cnding..otherwise, an excellent novela
20N
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Based on the latest Disney SI' film. Computer/games ace
Brian Daley Piynn has had hils programs stolen by Dillinger, head of
Sallantine $2.75 the gisnt combine Zncom and inatigator of a 'Master
Control! by_which he hopes to rule the worlde Aided by

two frieands, Alan Barclay and Lora Baines (mandatory female interest akin to
2 Ytokea black'), Flyau Lreaits into Encom and seeks teo discover proof of
Dillingsr's villainy. However Moster Control has ite own plans and shrinks
Fiynn into the world of its sadistic computer zgames where he encounters
electrenic analogs or Barclay, Baines and even Dillinger in the form of the
werrior Sark. Verious games~base? hattles encue before the Master Control
is defeated and Dillinger,/Sark given his come-uppance.

A rather juvenile, action=-packed adventure with touches of
Star lYars, etce Loug on electronic battles, short on characterisation, but
a good lead-in to sceing the filnme
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IHE PATCTWORK GIRL Ferthmen, 'Iunies! and Belters have differing views on
ry Niven oupital puwisimert and organ bank supplies so a Conference
E1a425 is c¢alled on Luna to re—examine proccdures. Then someone
tries to kill Belter, Chris Pcnzler and Gil Hamilton sets
out to solve what is virtually a 'locked=room' mystery. DBackground is well
set (quibble..wouldn't a laser capable of burning a hole in a man's chest do
Jikew o for the window it was fired through..and thus release all the air?)
The riuder prchlen is really a conveniens. peg on which Niven hangs a rather
Tighincigat, put entertaining yarcn concerning sexual doings on the moon and
the probrets of spere-part surgery using criminals as a stock source.
§EEQ=2§£:§¥QEELE§¥EEQ On the eve of Carnival, rich men's son, Derry Horn
John Brunnsz ‘discovers two brutal murders which chanpge his playboy 1ife,
Corgli &£%e5C He sets ¢ff on an unforimulated crusade which gradnally
hecores a hunt for a munderer, the reasons behind it ond
the problem of whore do androids come from (which is pretty obvicus quite
early on), £n acticn-packed pot-hoiler using implausible premises and a
hint of the castle-storning sequence from 'Frankensteint. Ouly Drunnor's
masterly writing reised it to the level of a good reads Smcoth, fast,
eniartaining, but nathing #c encmark for anthollogy or future Award,

Hot on the neels of the hardcover comes this third part

Gene viclfe in the Baouh of The New Sun'! series. Severidn, ex-apprentice
Arrew &1.75 Tortueer is cerrying out his zole of Lictor for the Archon,

Beaoning dis-satisfied, he flees the city to resume his travels. Joilinoed Ly
& young lad, he encounters enemles old and new, strange monsters and various
adventurese Pacce slows for the padding of a 'Dedtime stery! then resumes
the enthralling, on-going theme. TIor newcomers, the two ecarlier titles were
THE SIIADDYW OF TIE TORTURER and CLAY OF THE CONCILIATOR e..which tell how
Severici is expelled from his Torturer's Guild for showing clenency and how
he begins his quest as vivid as one of Jack Vance's hest creations,

e e PR 1

=omEsmosl s SZamta=z2=E The 23rd. Century, and an action-packed opening seas
Janes Ksahn Hunter Josh Green finding his wife abducted and Ffamily
Mayflower £7T.95 sklaughtered, Teaming with Beauty, a2 centaur whose wife

has also been taken, he sets off on the trail of the
Vampire and Creatures responsible. The way is beset by a variety of perils,
but they are aided by the bionic Jasminee. In some ways, resembling a Simak
'quest!, but without the philosophising robot (but with Jesmine's epee
becoming a sabre every so often), this yarn is part 1 of 'The New World
Trilogy'e Plenty of imaginathon and excitement, but nothing to raise it
into the award class, It's a highly entertaining 'read!

The mixed crew of the 'Heavenbridge! are
Ian Yatson & lMichael Bishop frustrated in their attempts to comiiunicate
Corgi £1.29 with and understand the enigmatic Kybers of
the planet Onogoro,which orbits a binary., Then it is discovered
one of the stars is about to go Nova, so the expedition returns to Earth
along with six 'dead' Kybers. This had a2ll the ingredients of a real
prebler,menece yarn,.but sadly, the initial fire bogged down in a mass of
vertiage leading to one of those irritating, do-it-yourself endings where
you si%t back and ask yourself..."So what?"
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Ores. IF TODAY IS MONDAY, THEN
THIS MUST BE
LAS VEGAS

Flving to Americe is relatively easy (if you
can cramp a six-foot length into a 21% seat pitch); gatting to the airport
is the tricky bit. In 1980, we had driven down to Reading, left the car
with the generous Freemans and Keith had ferried us to and from the airposv
bus.. This time, to avoid the long drive South, we had elected to fly out
of lianchesters..and could have left the car in long-~term sterage. Ilowover,
having heard nunerous horror stories of how they play 'Dodgem' cars cuce
your back is turned, and having friends whose vehicle was badly vandalised
there, we cast around for an altcrnative methods A local firm, Richardsoi.,
run a coach direct to the airport, the only catch being that their schedulw
neant we would net to the terminal some 4 hours before departure time and
would lend on return, some 3 hours before the next coach back to Sheffield.
Since their outward run left at 8-15 am, we bocked a taxi for 7~30 to male
sure we could call for a replacement should the ordered one fail to arriveq

Travel arranged, we spent the night before departure in
packing. By valiant self-~-denial, I avoided shoving in one of the dipers
and a ream or two of paper. Val didn't understand that I might just want
to publish a special issue of ERG whilst in California. However, this did
enable us to get the bapggaze down to a suitcase and travel bag eacho It
wasin't until we reached the USA, I discovered I had also managed to pack a
staclt of heavier shirts set asi.le for use when we got home again..oh well,
they might have had an early winter in the desert.

Came the morning of fAugust 5th,, another of the hot, 850
days we had been enjoying for a month or two. We rose at 6-30 for a
leisurely brealz-fast and were just wreaking mayhen on & final cup of coffee
when the taxi arrived...ten minutes early! The driver then made further
zains of unlost tirnle by winkling throusgh the traffic to drop us at the
luxurious street corner frowm which the coach would collect us some 40
ninutes latere Along with an old lady heading off to Toronto, we stood and
shivered in the carly norning breeze until Mr. Richardson's »nride and joy
clattered and rattled its way into views Dy virtue of ill-fitting doors
and windows, the fully air-donditioned coach got us to Hanchester by 9-40an,
and from here it was ecasy...cat, sit, walk, drink tea, check in the cases,
then eat, sit, walk and drink tea again until boarding time rolled around
at 1-15. Ue had arranged to meet the Benttliffes in the lounge, but they
had craftily flown off to CGrecce or Switzerland before we got there.
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It was during this wesit that I discovered that the batteries
were flat in the cine canecra metering system..naturally, replacenients were
not available on the airport. . However, some skilful tinkering (i.e. a good
strong bash) revealed that the batteries were OK, but the automatic metering
had packed Up....and ne with 2 separate meter and two other cine cameras
stashed at homell Do you ever feel it would have been better to have stayed

in bed? 3 3 : 4 ]
N T Came boarding time, and we settled into our aisle secats in

the non-smoking chicken coove Having eschewed the brief glorious take off
view in favour of the long-ter:s accessibility of the vertical coffins
euphenistically knows as toilets. Captain Hargreaves weclomed us aboard,
(a process closely akin to welcoming us aboard), the engines werc sterted
and after a 50 second run, Manchester dropped away and the stewardesses put
on a delightful little pantomime to a tape accompaniment as they gave a
fashibn show on how to fit a Mzae West, where to jump out of the elastic

ren down short of the USA, and witat to do with those crafty little paper
bags tucked in the secat bagit,

As our Dritish Adrways Tristar e “/ /ﬁ:;ra//
settled in to devouring the first leg of the =

free food, and in-flight entertainment. (Don't
knock B.A,, we've now flown the Atlantiec four
times and twice across America and have no
complaints against them). The only catch to the
audio on offer was its snell range. Two 'chat!
programs and three bilge ('pop') charnels, thus
leavins only the operatic music for us to enjoyee.
which we did until it proved to be only a one hour
tape..and even the 'One Fine Day' aria gets a bit
tedious the third time round., UNot to worry, after
a neal of salaon, roll & butter, chucken Provencal, chocolate gatcaux,
cheese, bhiscuits and coffe, we scttled down to watch Peter Ustinov as Poirot
in the film, 'Dvil Under The Sun! before landing at Bangor, Maine at 7.40

in our evening, (2.40 in their afternoon),

joruney, we settled into a diet of free drinks, ﬂf: i::;¢f/
et

The Bangor stop neant reclaiming our baggage from the
carcusel before wending our way through the US custons and Imigration.s.the
ONLY place where Americans make you fecl slightly unwﬂnted..””hen are you
going back?! can be disconcerting to someone only half way along the route
into the countrye Having convinced the ogress on the gate that we had no
intention of stecaling the Statue of Liberty or of writing naushty words on
the Whitchouse w»ll, we were allowed bhack onto our re-fuelled Tristar, now
under the captaincy of,.I kid you not..Captain Morgan and his merry crew
and off for @ further round of drinks, eats, and cat-napping in between
further snatches of an unchanged audio tape. DPassing North of Niagara, we
overflew Irie, Ontario, and on across the USl). Our passage over the Grand
Canyon. was made notable by everyone crowding to that side of the aircraft
with accompanyin;; trim problems for Captain Morgan..it reminded me of the
time in 1942 when I sailed into Durban aboard 'Duchess Of York!, to sece a
wonian standing on the jetty, serenading the incoming troop ship. Bveryone
rished to the rail,.the ship tilted and the cantain had to order us back to
a nave even balance before we capsized the boat, Happily, this didn't
hzppen to flight DA 2017, and after a further scrummy neel we landed at Los
Anselten airport at the UK time of 3-20ame,.in L.A, it was a rore civilised
Loy of 7-20pm., and only just approaching duske
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LO3 ANGZLES airport is in the thiles of massive expansion
work to accormodate the vast influx expected Tor the na2xt Olynpics, and
taLls proved to be the only point at which the otherwiselexcellent Costos
Tour organisation slipvned a hit helow pare Chaos reigned as our baggage
arrived down the carocusel and unpteen members of Tour 713 strove to locate
the 'friendly Cosmos representative' who wasn't waiting to greet us. There
was a further suafu as we tricd to carry bags out of the airport..it secns
thet so many bapgs hadz been ripped off (it would have been dead casy) ‘that
special puards had been installed to pounce on aayone without a bhagzgage
chit., Naturally, they neglected to tell this to travellers, and left it to
the guards (hefty shouldered black women) to shriek their warnings over the
airport din,.in their own version of garbled American slang...which
simplified and translated, came over as.."Yagottaravabaggigecheck to getarid
the gayt', Naturslly, wany of our band nisscd this detail and as the
guards grabbed at their bags, begun to think that American hoodluns warce
trying to steol their bLags, 'fell, it makes for entertainment doesn!t it?,

Zventually, all was sorted .oult, our Cosmos rep surfaced from
wherever she had been hiding and we were all stowed ahoard a bus and rushed
off to our hotel,..Tilis RAINDOV, Mow the hotel was quite OK, but happened
to be run by Japanese (and larrely for Japonese) so that hordes of little
vellow nen and women in horn-rimmed spectacles jamried the foyer, 1lifts (soy
'elevators!) and peceped round corners in the corridorse. Ve finally made it
to the seventh floor and sagied on the bed,s Later, on comparing notes wicta
cthers, we were to rate this as the low point of the trip. Weary after o
iong journey, hassled and unorganised on arrival and now a seemingly low
grade hotel plus a body-time of 5-30an,. Cne or two were on the point of
turning tajil and running off howe. Hapnily, we didn't and the rest of the
Cosrnos orgznisation proved superb, with only one more sub-standard hotel
to lower our spirits.

Before turning in, we tricd to ring our various fricnds in
L.a The roonm phone refused to respond to our manipulations, so Val went
down to the desk and was given garbled instructitons by a Japanese girl, only
to have them corrccted by another Japanese gentleman on the desks Suffice it
to say that neither set of instructions would work,.so we ended up huiting
up dimes and using the phones in the lobby. Contactes were established and
we headed off to bed for a much needed slecpe ;

Mext norning, we vere up and about at 7an. The day beran
with the first of many investigations into Anerica's answer to the Rubik
cubeeesosthe bath/shower water’ control system. During our stay in the USA, we
used sonie ten different hotelse..and never encountered the same systen twiceo

Jach roon has a bath-cﬁﬁ—shower, but there the rescmblance
endse For the bencefit of tho would-be traveller to the USA, 1*'1l describe

here one of the many varying systens likely to he cncountercd.se
Cast a look at the diagram on the right..and remcmber

the Americans don't include those letters and arrows f{:::>?
to help you..nor do they label taps or directions as (:)

thot! and 'cold'., So, since you wuay be confronted with 2
a mono-knob as in the diagran..or one, two or three £cC
separate nedels..getting a shower requires ingenuitye..and A ] D
persistence. Here's how it [f0eSeass 5 ALY

B e
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Pull, push and twist everything in sight until things
start to happene. Tan the modcl shown, one pulls out the
central knob A to start the water. flowing, then rotates
‘the outer ring B left or right to get hotter or colder
T water...as hot taps usually take a while to warm up, this
caii prove trickye  Having got. the water to the right .
tenperaturée, one pulls .up the 1little button narked C. This
transfers the water flow out of tap D up fo the shower
heads Since it is held in by wealer pressure, any casing
of £ in the flow w111 cause it to pop out again and revert to the normal
bath input. Catch T, ? Well Amecricans doan't seen to like plugs, so in
their place they have a little lever (called a .'levver') which-blocks. off
the w ater's outlet holee.when it is working properly., If it sounds rather
tricky that's only because it is..and hows the origin of the injunction to
suspetted criminals to ‘'come cleaﬁ‘q.obv10usly they hadn't managed to scrt
out the water problen, : : . .o

Havmng showered, we sallied forth to breakfaste.in the
US.Ae about 99,9% of the people eat out for every meal, including their
breakfaste Since the dollar had risen considerably against the pound to
a level of $1.76 as against the g2.42 in 1980, pricem secred Higher..
bacon, two eggs, hash browns coffee- (unlimited), toast and jelly came to.
about £2. We porticularly liked the Anerican way of waiting at the door
to be taken to a (spotlessly clean and set) table, the friendly greeting
and enquiry-as to our health .and happlness, and the qulck, excellent and
pleasant service which seens to earnark EVERY dealin~ in. America from the
first coffee order of the morning, ,rijsht up to buying a picture postcar&g

. Thursday morning, and hav1ng cleared the breakfast
hurdle, we sncaked a quick look at the imposing-L.A, library before going
on a coach tour which included the Mexican style Calle. Olvera narket with
its quaint stalls and ethnic offerings. Next we went to the Hollywood
Bowl, scene of many spectacular offerings.. Naturally, I took both cine
and still photographs of the Bowl the tiered seats, and the perforuner
rehearsing to an orchestral acconnanlnent...lt wasn't until we were on the
way out I noticed that 'Photography Is Porbldden During Rehearsalst!,.ch
well, what do you expect of silly Limeys? On to Graumann's (now Mann's)
Chinese Theatre to inspect the star-names let inteo the pavenients and the
impressions of their hands and feet in the cementt (John Wayne has tlnz
tootsies and Greta Garbo is flanked by .two nanes .I never heard of).,.then on
to BDeverley Hills and lunch on salad and tacos in Farner's Market..and
back to the hotel with 15 minutes in which to wash, brush up and re-charge
out battcries before being chllected by Margaret and. Dick Trueman for a
lovely coastal drive followed by a scenic tour and hore with them for sone
delicious iced drinks (L.A. was cool today, only 98°) bdfore a superb neal.
Dick has a great Osborne 1 corputer set up with twin floppries and a great
Epson printer, so wc played with' that while before admiring son Gjen's
paintings and honc-designed catch all bed...whlch held tapes, recards,
clothes and umpteen other thingse. The only snﬂg was the need for a Coles:

crane if you waonted to sweep under it,.

Several 'phone calls were made to Len and June MofFatt, anu
the Truemans then transported Val and' I down to the LASFS hone base on
Burbank Blvd in time for the start of their Thursday evening mecting. Of
thats...nore in the next issue of LRG
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